32        THE STATE IN RELATION TO LABOUR.        [CHAP.
that the action of a "corner "or a trades union is pernicious, it does not necessarily follow that the State would do well to intervene. In some cases evils are best left to work their own remedy ; in other cases attempted intervention would only aggravate the evil. There are often, moreover, several ways of approaching the same end : in some cases an institution may need to be summarily suppressed; in other cases it may be allowed to show its own worthlessness arid futility; in yet other cases rival institutions may be set up to undermine and counteract that which is deemed pernicious ; occasionally, instead of trying to suppress the obnoxious institution, it may be favoured and promoted, in the hope that the good which is in it may grow and the evil die away ; nor is this at all an exhaustive statement of the many indirect ways in which legislation may be brought to bear upon an industrial problem. Not uncommonly we may hesitate between the several ways, and perhaps wait for further experience to indicate the best method of setting to work If we only have carefully-recorded information about it, every institution may be regarded as an experiment tending to show its own success or non-success.